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. ''It was shaped· like a ·man, :but. l;ligger,~'-. . 

-

• 

one-hysterica.l' witness said.· ''Maybe '. ..-
60 or 7 feet --t~Il~ And it had Big Wings .. ·. · . 
folded against its b~ck .. . But it ·,was · ~ .·_ . __ ~ -
thos~ eyes that got . us. 11· had two ·~ig · e. . · ~· 

~- ·,red ' -eyes. li'ke automobile reflectors.'' .. 
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~ ~~: hill . to~~investigate. ·@n . the s~timmit tliey · c·ame face in Califorrtia, ~Michigan, Washington and, most P~- ~~~ 
'""''.'.. ~ .to :face~:i wjt.h a s.trange spectre·. It was -an :e·normous . cently~ ey~n in Florida and :t;J"ew York · _Sta~e. B~t · -

- ... gray;-gr~en figure, accora~ing to -their story,· with no' giant -birds are anQthe'r- matter· .altogethe,r. ;! .- ... -~ 
>;. ...... :-~r .ariPs or · le;gs . \risibie, but it~~· did. have a _ he~d or . _ ''A Wif:lged hum:an being~' W~S · reported .by Wit- ~- ~ 
· . ~ helmet shaped like the ace of spa.des. Tw·o- intense, nesses to"~the New~··Ydrk Su'n back i.n S~pterfiber~~of .·~ 
~ -~c _.palE blii~. l;f~ams .of · .. l,ig}\t·. represented its eyes, ::· and · 1877. They claimed it .. was. ,cayorti.ng in the · ski~s . 

- . :-... *7 !""~ - .. 

, · ·. it,,~_was: suiirounded _· by ·a · very -unpleasant o·dor. ove! _ Bro9klyn, N ~- Y .. Nebraska _was . :repqrtedly _ . 
· -~:::~ Lemon~ .passed out on the -'spot and· the o·thers de- .. visite:d next, .in 19.22, when~- two- difierenit _, witnes$.es . . : 
r . · cided _ nq~t .to li:Qger~ They grabbed up their 

1

fallen 1 in differen:t locales. described essentially . the same ~ 
· , ... _r: coinra:d.e ·and 'htirried· back down~ .. the-= h-ill~>;-.. A.11"' were thing.·· On,e, a ·lfun·ter n:ame&:·Wil~liam-:· C . . Lamb; said -~~, 

.,. · vi9I~ntJy ill., ~pparently_ fro~ the iinkn9wri_ but he ob'served the landing of a 'strange circular· flyiljg 
-~,- toX'.i.c . gas, for severaJ licl'urs.~- .A dog which ac'com- . craft _ and ' ~hid:;~behi·riCl a · tree ·as· .. a giant ; eight-foot~ .. ,.. 

... .. , - ¥ .... 

.. .. -. pahied .. the , group ran a~round the apparition '· then tall . creature with wings disembarked· and flew off . .. 
~~~ ··sf~gge·ted · down. the'- hill~·· vomited and; died on tne (T11¢·t e were t•liou$antls .o.f :U:fQ .. sightings thioug:h- ·~ 

. . -·~ sp·bt .. This.~ .became·0.- ,a '~·cla~$ic'' ~jn the ~nl).a~s . of out the world. ·in 1922,.__although the newspapers of 
~ . - u ·fplogy ·and is known as ~'The Flatwoods Monster the peri9'd 'usually . ref~errea:: to them as '~mystery 
:··~~~~ C·~_se.~~ · . · _. .. : .. -.. . -.. - .·· .~ .. -:~. -:- . :··.··.~., · , aircra.ft'' .and ''gh.Qst slj.ips.!'~') ,._: ._-._~ ,= ~ -~ .· 

.· ~ -~--- . ~ ~The ~next· West Virgini'an monster was allegedly _a ·· . Af . 2 :3.0 a.m. ori · ·a .?'"hot .. .,morn1n:g· in · J line ·1953, ~ 
~~ gia.nt .erea~µre i\1 th~ sh~pe o.f a ._ma:t:l'; .-cov€re4 with ~· Mrs . . -' Hild-a Walk_e:r.,-. ~3, H9w.a~dt Phillips, 3~, a~nd 
-.~- bla;ck · hair.· It leaped in front of a -· -bakery truck. Judy Meyers, -14; ~were sitting:-- .on -· their porch · on · · 
~'- dtlven ""h·y iCha~les Stover, 2-s, on th~ edge,. ~of' 'the - . E~ 3·r.cl· St. · jn · Hou,s;t-on, ::~Tex;, when,~a'S . Mrs. Walk.:-er ... : 
" ~ Bt~axto~n .. C~Cjunt,y line .in ~De~emb~r of. ~9~9· Others · told i-t, ''I saw ·a '":liuge. sha4o~~ ·acrdss the lawn: I ~~-

. ~ al-sb re·port~d · ~eeing the same. ''Thing'·" ana ·an · . -: thou·ght ··at first ·it ~was·;the ~magfiified·.-refte·ction o.f a 
... a:r_:~ed~?Pos~~ se~.rched t,h_e area in vain. It left be.- oig moth caught. !n the nearby str·eet 1ight. · Tnen 
-~. hi:nd gjant:· 'hurrtan:l}ke ~~;·footprints wnic'K lea .. ncl- ... - . the: sb.ado·w .se:emed~ to :·bound-ti·pw·ard' into a~ pecan ' 

.. ,..~·"'· ·~~· w:l.l·ere .. : -Ane;ther~:wjtness., ;1o~e Hari~iba-l B~rper·, sai~ - . tree.· We all looked 
7

:-q.p:'.' · - . . · 
"' it ~was ~over· six feet_: tall,~ covered with_ glossy .black. . " .. ·Acc·ordihg to the _Houst9n Cntoni.cle, ~they~· saw a · 

... ,.,. .. ·~~"'"·~·hair,. t\nd w;;ilked with. ~ slow, awkwar:d ~shuffle: · -· ·: . six to .. sev~n.-fo.p.t-t~ll man in gr~y, fitted ' with wi·qgs 
:· · . Hairy. monsters 'bav·e become _ -~rather routine in· . · . fike ~- bat . . H~:1was:' surrcjunded· by a . dim ·gra~ light. , ·~ 
-- .. ·;rec·en-t·.:~ears,4 wi;th si_ghtings being_ .re·porteQ;an~ually :~ . . · Judy~::Meyers screameq and the. li-ght died out. 

,... - '\. ... - . -~ '""' ft • • f.,; •• -... . ... . 
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Te w~o• it ~Ry c~neern: 
' -. , ..... , l 

• . . 
• 

' . . . - .. - . . . . . . :.:,-

I, M:r~.- Ma.ry I'iyre t)f 219- ~ixth ~:tr:?·" · t, Pcir:t ?lP;sant, W. Va., 
--

. I 

. · a re,ertE!r_-;f~r thP. Athen s ( Chi~) t1essentPr; he reby swe0 r \ that I 
~ • . ? .. -

-was prese-nt a t the follswi.nt: P V P.n t . an£1 !l·· rsonally i.vftnes se d it as 

fescrilte•. . . 
• • 

• 

• 

• 
. 

Giant -footprints. were found in . the area 
later. 'Fhey were an·.inch deep, two f~et 
long ~qd nine i~~hes across. -:.;:·'. 

Th-a:t. ,incident .oceurr_ed . near $a,µt~llin,g 
. . 

Park,. Hythe, Kent;· .in England. · ·, · .- . 
It's .a long ways _froril Kent, ·England, 

to Scott, Miss., a little town of_ 30·0 just 
north of Greenville. But at ·2. p.m. .on . . 

Sept. l,; 1966, Mrs. James !kart o~.~Scott · 
- ... On. t1'e e..-e·n1~~ 0f Ap~il 6 ,. 1~(1 7·, I ·a·c.~ ·c omrAni.<:? ci ·, ·r· ~ · ! •·J ohn A .. . Keel phoned the Delta · >Democrat -Tzmes in 

Greenville and r~ported ·''a -mari with 
wings'' ·was. circling~- 9ver the town~ Pho.: 
tographers and rep9rters. rushed . to the 
scene b·ut the odd aerial object was gone. 
There Were, however,_ a nu~ber .o:f .. people 

• 

,. 

• 

' . 

• 

" • • 
T t ' ... 

•f New Y•rk City to 8.1! isol ~' tP0 hilltQp r r- F'iv e l,:ile Cre e k Roa • . 
"' . - ' • 

. . , ,. 
seutll ef Gallip~ l i ~ f'Prry, -\ -· ~ Va . ::hort1y ?ft e r 11 p.m. I o'bser..-e• 

. . . - ' 

a pale ref e9ject of un<l:@t0 r mir: Pd s ize :n(l)vint in e: C'©nt r 0 lle4i. ttamter · 
. ~ ' '.; ' 

Sli,lttly q:·ieTe · tree -t~p }:evel ~V Pr a }1·tJ l r:l l3out 500 yards.' s·ou,th. <If . ~ · ' . . . . . 
~ . ' . ' ' ·. 

eur p•siti:en. ' There arP ' no h ;.,USf' S or' r0Aas e n th;-; t bill. The •8'j ect 

_. 

en4 of t'fte, sl•pinc fi eld, thP lie:r1t fJ i:: k Pr ing 6>rl r·nd (!)ff in an · 
' 

' . 
irrecula~ pattern. • • 

• 

• • 
'~i: ... 

.._ • • ' .... c )-

A~ the: o9ject drew ciG>::_e r ·, Jvir: 1·.e Pl-~ :· ('\ t r:~1t of t he. ~-Ei·r· a.ne 
. 

. 
• 

• 

• 

who admitted having· seen it. · · ."' · · 
''It got· down - pretty low and then 

·would .go_ up,'' Mrs._ !kart said. :''·I had 
never seen anything: like it.'' ~ . . 

~.· flasne• a "pcwerful flasn·l _i;:ht <1 i r-=.•ctly a t it thref' , i utes·. · The 

A local meteeroJ_ogist, John Hu_rsh, 
su·ggested· th~t it. w·as just '

1
'SOfllebody's 

research balloon th~t's· gotten ~ away.'' · 
A few weeks later ~that ''research. bal­

loon'' turned up hundreds of miles north-
• 

. . 

, 

e9j 8ct ilirr,eciiatP l~ ri:-·ttJ ~ "" - £ 
1 • i ... • •• ;_ '. n ;'l -~y 

. . . . . 

\Jh:lte lig~t three timP.~ .• - 1'·hPn it r(!)SF.' Upward s 
• ~ i - . ' . ~ .. - . 

l it~t w~nt c~m~ l~ t~ly 0ut~ 
. j 

• 

State of West v ·lrginla 
"' 

County of -~ion 

) . 

)To-wit: 
) 

. . 

• 
. 

' . 
_ .. 

Si,nE·El: 

~ ~rilliant 

t he ~ale r ei 
) . . 

. ~ ~ 

• 

• 

' 

. east of -Scott, ~nd about 200 miies west . 
of mo,nster-ridden. 'B·raxton ·C~uiity in 
West -Virginia . . Five . gravediggers· near 
Clendenin, W. Va.~ were among the first - . 

to glimpse ''The· Bird.'' Kenneth Duncan 
of Blue Creek, W ... :Va., claimed that he 

· · - · . · · · i-1a. ~yr . _ · .- and the others were ·baffled' when some-
T?1s_ d'!ly per~onally ap_peared b·efot"e '. Ill~ ·tn ·~Y o~ffice, county •nd· · . · ·. thing ~·that .. '~looked··; }ik~ a bi'.OWR:'.' ·human . , 

state,' Ma_ry Hyre, known . to me perso•ally, and acknowleda-1· the- above · · · 
statement' -to be true ana_- that she per~orially aigned her si1natar• in s being'' ... . performed an aerial re~onnais-
my presenc·e ~ . _ ·· ~ . sance of-the grave . site .in. broad· day.light 
Given u~der my .~nd thi - ~ I .~1 of . 1,6?. on Saturday, Nov. 12~ 1966. ''It. was glid-
My comi.811.on exptrea r ing through .. the ~re@s a!ld was i:n sight 

.- · . ... •fSuo for about· a minut~~: :_ Puncan state.d. · 
. . ~· . .. ,, ~ '"'d' . .... ¥. . ~ ,... ~ . ' ~- ~- \...- ; 

. _ · · The real · saga ·af: Mothman ·_:Hid n9t 
· '' Imme.dia tely . af t_er- ·· · begin .. -until three · -d~y.s later, h9Wever . 

. · wards,'' Mrs. Walker --said, Around midnight on ·November 1-5, 1966, 
''we hear·d a loud 'swo·osh' two young married couples, Mr. _ al_td-Mrs. 

. over the·: housetops .across Roger Scarberry an.(!. fylr. anq M}."s.: $teve 
. the street. ~. It was . like a Mallette,. were driving through an. aban~, .. .:- . . 

, white flash of a torpedo-· doned W.W. II amtl}.u:µition dump ~known 
shaped -object." · · as the·".''TNT Area;'~' seven miles[ out~ide 

Ten y·ears passed before ·· of Point· Pleasant, W. Va., when they un-
the unearthiy ''~ird'' was wittingly .entered the Twilight _ Zone: As 
reported- again. -Late. oµ the they pa$sed an old . deserted power· plant 

. evening . of Nov~ 21, 1963, they saw a weird
1

-figure startdih.gtl' bes!de 
four teenage~s were wal~irig the r.qaq staring at _them. 
home from a dance when . ''It was shaped like a man, but bigger,'' 
they saw what they_ de- Roger. Scarberry told_ me. ''Maybe six-
scribed . a~k an oval of brig4t ''This s·n(!)W owl iS'. not Mothman,~' .- say and-a;half .or seven-feet tall. An-d it had 

· light descend froni- the. 'sky .· ~Y~ , w·itnesses of t~e · real monster~ big _wings folded .again$t its ba_ck·.'' 
\ariq land ·in a thic~e·t , close to .. their path~ "" ''It ''But it was th9se eyes that got us," Mrs:· Scar-
seemed like we were }?eing watched," ~ohn Flaxton, · berry declared with a shudder.- ''It had two big 
17, told authorities latEfr. ''I felt cold all over. Then red ·eyes, like a~tomobile taillight reflectors." 
suddenly we saw a · huge, dark figure coming· ou·t ''For a minute -we could only stare at it,'' Roger .. 
of the bushes toward us: ·1 t shambled .. '' - · said~ ''Then it ju-st turned- and sort of shuffled 

,~he· four you·ngsters· didn't wait another second~ toward the open-door of the old power pla·nt. We 
They fled . . Under close interrogation _ they all told didn't wait around.'' · 

- ~ the same s~ory. And they all agreed that the crea- Roger, a strapping but soft-_~poken and introsP..eC-
ture had wings like a bat ... and no visible head. tive 19-year-old., stepped (Con·tinued on page 66) 
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f ~ ..; • ..... 4"- .,.:. ..... ~ - • .. ~ •. l'?Y("" ·~.. ~ 

on, tlie._ gas ·pedal~~ of. ii~~-.;oupJd-up jalopy p.icked-a -·~~tt~r. ba~e~ · ::-:.tk;~:~~~;¢a: ~O:~i~·~'s :-_.~ 
... - ... - - _,.. - • - - • • • - o.J. ,, ... ,... ... - ;,, .. -

and ~ l:iead.e<l out~ 6£ _the TNT _Area _for· of. several· ·Hundr.ed" at:i.:@si~ef.~w:o·ods"» ·artd-~ · .. 
- ~ • • .... • ~ • • - - • • " • ~ • ;<- •• . ~. .,_ . ,.. .....,,., 

R~ute . ~6-2 ·which {eads -~tn·tq - P:oint Pleas- . open:-. ·f1elcls filled .. · ~itih:_:~ ~(a;g~:: ~ottct~ii-:~. ·._ 
ant. _As· ·they shoi .~0:0wn :- the .,}ii.ghw~y -.-. do·mes::- known_~ as· ''1gloo$.''_i:O,uri.ag -~.W~ .· · 
('~We· were. doin$~.bettep ~_h_ari i·p~:= ~iles· - II _ tne~e ~ i~~?<?s 'w_tre. ~-~~~~d--~'.,:t~~/s~tnt~.: :~fi~ .. ~.::~_·, 
pe·r 4our.,:·" 'Roge·i; :': said·), l:iis ·>wi_f~::!· pried l1ig_h -explosiv:es.~ma-i)tl'f-a~:ru·;r·ea.,:j~ -~~~~¥,:- -~. 
out, tr Ii' s _following. us f '!_. ~- _-. ~ -:· . .,_ ~:~. . - . ·pI~nts. · ·_A. - .netwbrf,. .. :9f · :_t·~n_gels:· - 1~~eq. ~~: ~· 
. , A11· ._four ·<swore. that CtThe ";BiJJcr~~~-i.:}vas throughout_ the area ~but· -~most of·~ Jth'es.e"_.. 

,.. : • • • ~'";-~'~ ~~ '.~w • • "' • ~. " ,_': • ~ -· ,-,;.o -- • 

low . overheaa·~ its wings ... spread~:Q\:!t~-- ~Q - are now .~sealed : off , a-~~--~· are:. fi-l:te,d witli - -
· ·_ ab?ut .. I 0-f ~et: _It · s~emed·~ _t9 ke~2~~~~;~\vi~h· ". !fater.-· Ini~ediately _~:adjq~:f.tirr~"- "tiJ.~ -,.~iea: · , · 

-... ~h·e · car efforrlessl·y-.even. rh·oug~_tts. :wing~ ·: i:s· _ ·t:he . McClint.ic -- Wildlife- iStati;e fi·;· : ... ~ ... · 
.. ' ... ~ .. - ... . . . : . ~, "": ~ ,.~- . ~ . . ... ..,.. , . . •. . ' _., ' ':--.. . . ... ,:'~ .., ..... - ~ "';, 

~er~n~_t flappin~. ·~- _ -_: __ : ~ · · . · : .. --~~ · :1~;;'fl.:·-:.~ -~ _. .; 4~5 0_0-~cre - .. ~.n:im~l _ . pire-s~fv~~~"~and . :· hi-~'d · . · 
- _ t~I . could . h·e~·r .. it_ m~~ing "-,a. .~: ~~~nci·;'~ . · · - s·anctuary-. . · B.ot~- . -~_ecto,rs · ~!~-: fill~Q; .. :~·i.~fi ":.­
Mrs .. · Mallette, ~n :~t.tr-ac-~i_vy ,~1~8-y~ar~old : _ · :~ftifi<;·tal · poi;ids a·nd,~"·d~ns¢, ··wqg~Jand;~. · ·" 
b~uriette, ~~dep!~red .. -- ~~It : squeik~~'~-~ ~~~ke,· ~ . ~ S,(eep,- h~yily fo~ested · an~ ' ~l~o:~~~:i41:~ .:--~ 

- big mouse.". · -:-;-:~- .. : ... , •·- ~- · -· ~ . · ~. · _;;'<·-: ·~: ·_ aec~ssible:.--bills' rise· in :c-'the_. . ~!iiCK~l'.~~114~;£ 
0 

_--. 

_: . t'It- follgwed. -.us , fight~ .tq- tpe· _ cicy ·,.~·~he~ entire·. a·rea . ~:·is , th-ro~n : ·,,,op~p -: -~~- ;-. 
«:·.:-limits;'~- :Roger. sii.d·: t~:t·F:~:nny-_ ~~ing; _·~we -~ .. ~h1J.nters and ~shermen _· eve,ry ' -y_eai -,.anCl. ~ 

-. • .... -· •:<. . ·. ..,l., -...,_-_ - ~ ... • • ~ ' • '. - • • • •• • • .. ·~- .. • • ,. 

. no~ic~d ;'~:if"· d,ead ._dog:c---15y ·the :siGI~ of . the .· :--.n..ea:tl.y:' ~vefy · mtil~ : .. in ·Jhe county:· k:no~$~-:~, · 
: _· · r<?_ad th~re, ·~ut:~ when ,, 'Y~. ca~~~1~;~:bac_k.:·a~"··: ~~<#-Y.~; .inc;h .of· ~he pla~e. ~ts ;~i·ndii:ig, -- ' .. _ 
. -~;few~ -·rriin~_tes- ;;l~ter, 'the'~_aog· _.was: 'gone." ; :·poqtlY.: kipt_ dirt' ·roads:, :are also· ·tmpulai 

\ - $ .. •.- 14" ~ • .. • .. • • . '·· -'!- ' ~ • • -

.. -~- -:They,. arove ·-:directly'..,: to~ 'the :' offic~ of ... ~'lov;er~s~:lan~s. '-' _ . --~ _ . , . ._. , · · - -. -. 

. . ,,· ~ • . • ' . . ·.v:- .. ~ • • -~ • • ... • ._,;;' .._ ~ 

·. - ~~e Mas.on County sheF~iff :.: ~ri9., ... sxcit€dly - · -~ Only. ~ a· -:few· -~ P0-':11~~- .a·r~·: . s~~ttete;,~ :.~ . 
~: ·, pouied.-_ou.t ·their st'Q.ry ·:_.~o ·~epu£y; ¥~llard - thr~~g~«~~-~:~ ,-th~ -s~C:tor . . One .. pf;< !h~s-~ : j-s~.' :·. 

Halsteaq'. . : ·.-. , ·-.· '." .·, · · ·,. ~.: ",:/ - .. :~ the · ~ 'iesicie,,ce~ .' of · ·rhe . ·:~Ralp,h, . 'fh.oma.s .. '.. · 
".: ,~ .~: .,iI'v.e"·· k:riovi~-. the!µ-· a!l _- . t·H~ir_ :··lives," · . f~mJ,t¥~.--1:Y!Je:if.: ~ li:ft·le ~ ~.hou~e . st~Ind~ -~-oil ~ ,a · 
•. :,H_alstead ·,:tq.ld""·me _ late.r. -_'iTh~~~ve . never -s11gnt ~rise : ):siirr~llndecl- · ·}?.)' ~- w:oo9:s-.~~na -

..... ·' ~ . ,.,. ·' - .. "-. . t .• ..,. i"" ,. ~ • ~·. ' 4 c. • . ~ • ~ ·.fo . '":: ' ~~ ' ... _ ...: ' :--.... <; • .-,.L, • ... ... ........ . • 

. ·_9,e~n -in - ~P..y .tr<?:g,ble. · I:~· to<?~~- t~~m seri- · t~jg!o0s::· ,· ~~r~ ·w.as ~~~r~:-. Sh~t:.~-~¥e. -~e-i:.~ -~ac't·- ~-
- ~~'.ousl~; " They::~a\y _ Sf!~'e.th~ng. ~}~Qey . were . or 'the· ·M0t~m~~;:~4~~~a ;~.~~-~~.I!,~~~~~~; -
) :. really ~yared:'' · . -~ ... ;-. _ , ·,, . . · ... :_;~ :i ,~ _ At 9. p.m. en W ~el~Qe~tlay:~i~!!9~v~·~ tP~. _:: 

;. , .... "-~~-. ·Dep.~ty·.~als·t~,~d~_r_e_tji·rried t~~~tne TNT 1966, Mr. and Mrs: ·Raymorrd~;Wafil~;f~Y . -: . 
"· Are:a -'.with .' the.,.~~e~c1ted: q.uaEtei:. As he and Mrs. Marcella Bennett~ and~. h@r , ·_ · 

park~,d _._. ~~ts~~e . ._the ~: ·abaf1do-h_e,d~ power daughter,, Tina, tw-0,- dro.ve out. to,~.'vis)t _'.'. · 
, .~- ·plant . th;e. _polite· .r~4io_-:~ ifl, ~!iis :: ·car sud- ·with the- Thomases. . . . , - :" , I, -

_! .... • • ;..,..- • • - -· < !l: . '. . . ~ ~t;.<' ' • .. . . ' ' ' 

. ·. <;l~n·ly , emi~ted a" strai)ge:_ '.so\(ncJ: .. ~- . . like ''Oa the- way ,. to ·,the hc)use. we . were : -
···.· a sp.ee9ed ~·up . -pho,n9irfaph_" ~ec~erd. _He wat~hing .. a· funny big;: red .. ligh·t . in.-~ tl)~ . :'.~: . 
.. ,:. shut·-. the·°'·radfo· :off. ·_'·:the~.::Bit.d,;! .however, sky,"' . Mts·. Benitett -tol(! ~ me -~ so_f.n~t.ime ·. · 

:. -... ~ I .. • .;. ··- .. -::X:< !¥, ,. . . .• .• .,.•.... • ...:.(:. •. ~ .,. 

.. was, ·nowhere: .. ·to be.-foii'flil. . _ · later. · '-':tt·. seemed to·": be--mpyj·ng efr.ourio · .-
. :~ . ·- T~e- -ri:~x~ >. d~y . a. ~p-~~;~~:--. co~fere?ce was o,ver . th~ " .TNT ! Area . .. ·I-t .. ',~is~~~~- ~n' ·air~;, -. 
· · :held_ jn, the 'CO.utJ.tY:: ·c@ur,thouse and the . ~ plane, ·but · we coulan:t. fig~J~·~:·au.r~vihi~ · ~ 

• . • •._ ~- ' .. • • ..... -;;;,~ • ~: • • . .: ,.. '. ~ . - .. - ·.-,; !- ~ , ... - ~. .. . - : 

. f9µr '.~.iy<;>uhg peopl~ :re.peateq their story. · it ,was.·'.' .:· · . · : . _ ·. ~ -. . . _ .· ' .... -. ~ .. ., -
· : ~,fOne ·.of ~he- · r·~p.o_r.tei:~ ~ there, Mrs. · Mary · . · .. ; · :Like · eyet'yon·e· . ~l_se, : :they- h~~l.~: -~h,ear~:t :-. 

._· . Htre,,_:~Jlqj:~t. · r1~·a§ii:i~ corr~spondent for \" ~o~. the , ~-fuonst~~·~ ... sigli~~-fl~ .--6.£· ~~h:e,: .. Q-i~li._t_=-; 
::· . t~e-, __ J\theri'.s:, .. ~:dJ}jo~"A:fessenger .and--- lo<:al . ·. ·oe!or.e· ~na~· ~aymo~d-~'WamsJ~y · _a,~,i-~·e(l:~. -_ 
. . . . . s~r.inge~i ~for_ the,:fA~~~, later-told -Ille, ~·1·'ve . ~-~; lie wou::ld:.play._.~. prank; o~ .tlJ~,'.;1~ornj,fse~ .. ~~ 

. .a: "- - . .. ~ , . • ...... • . . ·- .... ~ ...... 

·.h·eard. '.fh~-m · ·rep~at- tneir story a :h\indred .· .. by tapping $Urrept~_tio·us:ly -on:~--th~i,r;:. ~tm;~:- · 
_-_ : _ ti·m,es'" ··n,6~ -.-t:o :.~_-,,r:eporters from . :a,1-1. over" · - _.dqw,. I:Iowev~~, -he·~ nev~·r. had -t:~~ ~e:I$ai,1ee:_ : 
·. ', "a.nd ~-_none··of .~·t:h~~-:-,have ~yer chaqg~d- it . to.~:_play .the· jo~e . . :.:. ~ _ ~=. -~-~ ·,·;'.-? :.- :;~ '_ .. · . 

. ~r added a:. WG~d:~~· ,~ ' ' . :· ) ',: . -... . . _' .:'. They-_ .p~rk·ed . "i'.h. f ron.t '' 0£.' -:rhe~~;fh9m.~s~_ ·-.. 
- . . ,-~- News·' of , :th·~ ··Sc~rberry-M.alle.tte _- sight .. . ~- ._:h,6me'",and·~ .. Mrs . . Be·n,ri~tt. -c:'lihtbed .. o·u_t· -~o{ -'·. :' 

• ~ • • • • • . • . - ,. • • • .-... .._ .. ~ - ¥ ' _,·cl"' 
- ¥ ' - • • . , -. ::. • ...,•- <: - ' ' • • •• • ., ' ... • • ;,. - ·- • ..... .. • • - • • '"'' _· · :· ! ng .~~s _' · _ fl·a~~~sf-~. 'atoun~ t~e, .. ,,W9 . .t:ld. ·, :It . ! .th~~: ~·car, .. gattier::i9g ,.;l!~~- ;e:er . : ,~le~,~fi~~tw9'7 _ . · 
· _ .. -~yen. "app_~-a:red ,.in' the Pacific ~ ed!ti.on of -:._ . y~ar .. ·old i~_ ~·~r. a.r~m~~:-~S:iig9eri\y ··a~~fi~!~ - : · 
.~· .. -the-. ·Stars .. &·:· stripes. T.V:. ~att)e.ra. ".crews · ; ·stirred ,:beh~ind -th~ _p~r~l{~p-,~-.. ~-~!-- : : ~~:}~~ · ~- ,.~1;~~ 
. :{~om ·Huntington aiid ··,_c-har:i'~ston. in- . . ' _: Ct~t- s~e.µ:iecl::_as> :i:f .. :~.i:~:i:~aaa7- ·bee·p:,- iaying.~· 

.; ·~· ......... • • • ...., • •• .,, ~ . ' • . _..... -~· ' ~ • ; ... ....... · -~ ~ -,._ • • ;'lo, • :;. 

~ "-~:·vad·e.d· .. P6i.nt: Pleas·a,nt :.·~nd.::·rha-t · tiignt th·e \ dqwp;'·'_ .l Mrs. ·· :.B.~.r:;._q-et,t:°'< s~id ... :. '~It ·:. ~ps~{~~u.P . ·. ~ 
' i .. -·L.'.. . . ........ . . . . - . - .. . ·,..· ... , . ~ ~ . '~ ,. ..... ... _ ..... J. ....... . ~ .. ~ ... _J 

·~'c ·.~ nor.mal1y.: Jeserted ·.TNT·; 4.rea: "rese-rfibled·., ·.·sl~o~ly; ·~f~q~m tl;l:~,~::.grgµ_nd. -":.~~ 'blg.:,~~-r.a~y;~· : 
......... -... - • .., " • • ' • ., J(< - .... • - ·-· ;;..~ l .. ~--•-':' ....... ,,._ . ' ..,..._ . . .>l" • -"!>,··~- ~ --< ' 

; ,: :·-"1\f:mes . Sgua,re .. on,-- ·f;New .Year;s ,, .. Ev:.e. '. th.1-ng~· Big-ger:-.·t,hari· .a .. ::inati, ~ith ~.._~etri~le: . 
... -.. ·-- . .. "' . .... . ~ '. ·. ~ .. . . -'... . ... ... ~ - . -· ... .,;,,--- -.. ..... -

··: Thciusapds .:·9f"·-P-eople'*· from dhio .: an.d- ·: g,l_ow:ing.:1ed :· eye~~~~ -~-<_-· .. ,;_ ~ -.:--:.-0·1-:~;;~ -_ .-.;,. 
T • ;- O, ··- • • t ' .. ' • • '0 .-\M )' ~; • • • • • ' ..... -~ ' ... ¥. ~. 

. · W>st . _Vi~giQ.ia . ·aes~end~d-~--~n · . ho_pes': .. of · c~:::~;M'.rs-. ,. -~pn_~!t · .,,w~s , ~:so_ ~h.2;ri~~q-~~: s~~ --- _ 
· . :'g~ft:i~g ·a '_,g~~~p~e · of : t~~~:~new:'~~ensai._io~, . ,; qt<?B'Ped ·; ,~j'n_~ .. : 1:9 ·~J:i~e ::._:~~ouri,~i· · s~u~:~l~d~~ ~­

.. , , :ev_e'.g: tliough . ._.:st-e:v~· '.,_M~flette <:;JJ:a? :- ~n- · an~._. fe:~l;::·~~r_s,~lf .... ~h,~.::- re~cp~!·n~4: .,:g,n~, :t~;'~ ,,~ ~ 
<: ::::noU:nced;:'.~ :c1!;°V~: se~~ - it'<·&n~e. :· 1 --~ h9pe:- I ~-ground~. for_ a ;_ lQ;fl~·: ··m.om~e.nt;; __ tra.fi.s.&~~a~ .. ' 

' ~ ' -1i--· -~- ... - :.·, • ~- . ,,... .,.. • ... ., •. -~ ' .... 'T-:1 ~- .... _ ~ ......... -, ·~·~ ~' - " • " 

. :"'' :_ ·ne\(~,r; ~se_e . it · a;ga~ri,;'' ~·:;; :o_. ~~~". · .. ~~-~~ .. ~-~:-' } . . : _ :'. ~ ~ :·· ::: t':lt: :was:. as,· if.·. tb.·~~~ .~ing:- :!1'~ .He; . in , · -
. .. . ..~ . . .... . " - ... ..,_ . . .. ' - . .. . . . . . .. - ,. -· - .. ~ .. . . 

_·_ :·. >- _ 1;~~ · ;T~T-. ·Area :~-was~·.:t? _ ~p~co_~e·:;ine .·· .: s~m.e:~~~ind of~~~t~~n~~,'·' ':;~ay.mo~f\d:·: ~a!lls-;~" ·· 
.. :: · ... ~~holrie _.~_grounds_" '" .. ol - the:·. Bira .:. i.1;1 ·:·:·r11e· _. ~-tey: s;~id .. -:~!Sne .Pou;fq:ti'.:~~:;firgv~e~: ' _ ~~ ,_ ;·. ;~ . -·_ -~ 

,,. y. ~ T ~~ ' " ·~ ' .. 0 0 , ... •,, -· . ,..;, x ; "'. . ".\o- • ~- ... - .>,.,, ~ ..... """... ~ -~ '< ',... ..... •- - )>, 

~· - . · mo~~hs~·~· ~hean'~·~ ,~#~:~~~~it"·: ~~o~l-~~~-t- ', ~h~~e :·:., _;- ;~~~ni~- e~g,Q:~t~<I_·,th~ , grqu·p:,~r~,e }Xla.~s::~·: 
- • • ,,. - ~4· ' "' ~. ~~ -. >' • • ~ ;X'l '.""'\., • • . -· >" ... ' ., ':' ~ -.- ~ • " ? "" . ;t; 

;... "" - -.:. , \: •>-:t, t- .J> ..... "",~' > :;.:"'1' '!._ .~· -~-, !°" .:,. • ~.·· r,, - ..., . , • - ,... " • ..., 
. ~ ;. -. -~· • • ~.~ . I • '• - • ~ ..-.::· ' J ,• ' "' •.,. ... 
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. leys ran for the house as Mrs. Bennett . West at 10: 15 p.~m., Monda'y,'Nov. 21st. t:It , was gray and white with big r-ed 
pulled herself together_, grabbed up her 
bruised child, . and - followed. They . 
locked t-hemselves in~ Ralph and Vir­
ginia Thoma~ were not home, but, .three 
of1 .. their. children, Rickie, Connie,- and~ 
Vickie, were. Hysteria swept over them -
as· the str~nge creature shuffl~d onto . the · 

. . -

porch . and peered int~ the win~ows. -
Raymonq: Wam~ley grabb~d - the phone -
arid called the polic·e-. But ·by the time 
help arrived, the thing had disappeared 

< . _, 
c - . once, mor.e. - . 

. . 

· Mrs. Bennett, a slender blonde , iri her 
mid-2Q's,: would not recover fully from , 
this- horrifying exper.ience for many _· 
weeks. And months ,:passed before she 
was able to discuss what s·he · had seen· 
with anyone, even her OW!) family. Her . 
trauma was so real that sh·e .had to start 
seeing a doctor ·on a weekly basis. . 

Now Mothman started to cu~ crazy ., 
.. capers all over West Virginia. Sightings -

11 • 

were reported in Mason, Lincoln, Logan; 

t 

Kanawha and Nicholas Counties. Most -. 
of the population remained skeptical but 
t:h_e near-hyste-ria o.f . the rapidly multiply­
ing witnesses was very real. Police in 
the·· city of_ Charleston, W. Va., received 
an ~xcited phone call from one Richard 

• 

-
' 

\ 

Patrolman D. :L.. Tu~ker handled the eyes," Sheila said, t'and it must have . . 

call. West insiste·d that a ''Batman'' was been seven feet tall- taller than a man. . . 
sitting on a roof· next to his home. ''It I screamed. and we. ran· home." 
looks just like a man. It's about six feet The creature is supposed. - to have 
tall and -ha.s a wingspread of six or eight taken · wing a·nd flown low over the r.un-
feet. It has great big r~d e}~es." ning girls. _ 

. 
'',Did it ·fly?~· Tucker' asked. · By . this : time ·the ''Bird's'' pettiliat 

. . ' 

''Straight up-~ just li'ke a .helicopter," characteristics were becoming apparent. 
West replied. . : . Whatever . it . was, most witnesses ~ d~-

I·n 'st. Albans, w. Va., just outside _of scribed it -a:s man-sized or bigger, . yet 
Charleston, Mrs. Rut_h . Fost~r claimed all agreed that it had a wi_ngspan of ·o.nly 

- . . 

that- Mothrnan· appeared on-· her f_roht -· 8.-10 feet. Such a wingspread would ·have 
la~n on the evening of November 26th. been inadequate for such a large crea­

''It was_. stand:ing _on· ·the la~n : beside· _ ture. If 'you were to attach wi·ngs to a 
the porch,';_ she tqld . reporters. ''It was normal-sized man so he could glide·; you -
tall ·with big red eyes that' popped. out would have to . make the wings at least - ' 
of its .face. My - husband is six-feet-o.ne 3 5 feet long. Like the bumblebee, Moth-. . -

and the -bird _looked about -the ·same mari' s flight seem~d scientifically impos-
heig·ht or ~ a little· shotter, maybe. . _ - • sible. In addition, most large birds . . . . . ' / 

''It had a funny little face. I didn't require a running start and a lot of 
s·ee- any beak. All I saw were those big_ wing flapping before they can "be.come - . . \ . . . . _. 

red poppy eyes. I screamed and· ran airborne .. But all of the Mothman wit-
back ~nt~ the house. My brother-in-law n~sses swore that he, or it, took off 
weni ·out -to .look, but .it was. gone.'' straight up· and flew . w.ithoui flapping 

Sheila Cain, · _13, and her younger the wings . at all~ Only a . few _ birds in 
sister were walking ho~e from the _store : the -ha·wk a_nd eagle families c-an exceed 
in St. Albans Ori the following evening 40 to 50 miles per· hour in l·evel flight, 

• 

when they saw an enormous ''some- yet fy[othman repeatedly demonstrated 
thing'' standing· next to a local junk "yard~ an ability to pursue speeding autos 

• 

, 
.· . , 
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effortlessly and · swiftly. · ( i ·.myself suffered · ·from.· this phenom-
On November 17th, Steve _Farrell, ·17, enon when, at 1: 30 a.m. on April 3, 

claimed ·that ''a giant gray bird,, chased i 96 7, an eerie circle of green and red 
his automobile on Route 7, near ' Ches-h- light swooped down to within' .60 feet 

. ire, . O·hio, just across the ;· river .from of : my car on. a,; ,· h·illtqp outside· of . Gal­
the TNT Area. And a Cla,rksburg, w. 1-ipolis Fer.ry, w. Va .. My . ey~s were 
Va., shoe 'salesman, Thomas Ury, 25, swollen and _ itchy for about 'five ' days 

' I 

_ reported a _ hair-raising encounter on afterwards. The next day I returned to 
· · Route 62; ·. a mile or so north of the the site with Sheriff George Joh.nson and 

·TNT :Area. · .He was driv·ing past the Deputy Millard Halstead and we scoured 
' · Homer Sinith far1n at. ·7 :.-15 a.m. on ·the area . with .a · Geig~r counter with 

-... ,. "• . ~ . . . 

~. Nov. 2 Stli·; ·Ur.y ·testified, when he sighted · :negative results. Orte odd · t~ing did 
a large .gray man-like .figure standing ii;i happen, however. As Sheriff Johnson's 
a field near the road~ ''Suddenly it car neared · the spot his police radio 

'4 ... • , • 

spread a pa1r of wings,'' Ury stated, - suddenly sprang to life with strange 
. -

' :an~ took off· s~raight ·up like a heli.- . sounds, like a ' speeded up phonograph 
. copter.·'~ - _ .... , . . ·.,,.record'. The startling thing was that his 

. _. ·· : '' ' 'It veered --. o~er my ·convertible · a1'd . police radio .had' to . be _ turned on and . . 

began· going_ in circles three telephone · off with a key; the radi9 was not only 
· poles high,"--:the frightened young man turned off at the time, but the key 
. later. told Sheriff George Johnson. ttlt wasn't even in i.t!) · · 

kept flying right over my· car even The first wave of Mothman sightings 
- - though I was doing about"":7.5." :· -ih the TNT Area created a crisis· for 

''I · never . -saw (inything like it," he · · Sheriff Johnson · and · his small force. 
· confided to ,rep.orter Mary Hyre. 'ti was Thousand~ of people, many of them 

so scared I j_us~ couldn't go to work that armed with rifles and revolvers, ·poured 
- day. This thing had a wingspa·n every into the area nightly hoping to see the 

. · bit of 10 feet. It could be a · bir·d, but I monster and ·maybe get a shqt ·at it. 

' . . ,, . 
_. - "'· 

not the thing we saw," .Roger Scarberry 
scoffed-. . ''This thing could never chase 

• 

us lik:e it did." · 
< • . -

(·'I just wish Dr. Smith could see . the 
· thing," Mary Mallette. ·added. . · .. , , ._ , 

A.11 those who reported hav.ing . see~ 
Mothman sneered at the crane -theory, 
but the skeptics quickly accepted it and 
dismissed the mystery. Three groups of 
witnesses contributed to the confusion 

• • 

by . declaring that they were absol~te·ly . 
- . . 

conv1i;iced that , the ''Bird'' was ·really 
some_ kind of giant ornithological oddity 
and · no~ ''a monster from outer space'' 
as ·some were beginning to imply. 
· Capt. Paul Yoder · and Benjamin 
Eno.ch.s, both volunteer ' fireme~ · .,f r9m 
F9int Pleasant, revealed that tqey had -
seen a· very large bird in the TNT· Area 
on N_ov. 18, 1966. ''It was definitely a 
bird," they stated ·flatly, t•with big red 
eyes. But it was huge. We'd never \ seen 

- . ' 
anyth.ing like it." · - . · · .. · .'. 

Seventy miles · north of Point Pleasant, 
as rJ:i·e ''Bird'' flies; · _four people outside 
of Lowell, Ohio, spent a fascinating 
Saturday afternoon watching a gtoup of 

• 

gigantic birds flutter about the tr.ees 

• 

• 

• 

. ·certainly · q.ev·er ·saw one like it." · ·._.Swarms of te~nagers ~lambered· around 
· · · ·Miss Connie Carpenter., :a shy, studi- . the ·s·tripped ~dow·n old power plant with 

ous girl ·of 1_8· from New Haven, W. its many high, dangerous catwalks and 
• 

. near Cat's Creek. They saw no red eyes, 
wl.tness Marvin Shock offered, but they . . 
did see four very strange 'YingeCl ~ ·crea- . 

· Va., allegedly had an identical encounter crumbling staircases. The gate leading 
. . . tµres and kept ' them- in view for two · 

at 10:30 a.rri-., Sundayl Nov. 27th. She to the plant was closed and _the place hours on Nov. 26,_ 1966. Shock, who 1 . 

-

. was driving"home from church, she told · was· ruled off-limits. For a time, Johnson 
me, when she saw what she ·th'oµght at . and his me·n banqed firearms i=n the area, 
first was a. -large man_ in ··gray, standing fearing tha_t. th.e men might · start shoot-. 
on the · deserted links of_ the Mason ing each other~ 
County· Golf Course outside of Mason, Somehow, Mothman always seemed to 
W. Va., on Route 33. Those 10-foot · turn up where he was not wanted. 
wings suddenly unfolded, the thing took Clandestine · lovers,. necking . in parked 
off straight up and heade~ .for her car. cars on the isolated,.. unlit -back roads 

'·'Those . eyes! They were a fiery ~ed of the TNT ·Are·a reported th~t the giant 
. ·. ·and · once ~hey were fixed on me I gray thing with glowing. red · eyes lum­

couldn't take my own eyes . off them," bered up to their. autps. In November 

.-

she declared .. ''It's a wonder ~ didn't have. 196 7, I c·ruise·d ·around th·e area for the 
a wreck:'' . " . last time and noted that there . was not a 

She said the creature flew directly at single car parked anywhere. The . local 
,. h.er windshield, .then veered· off and . lovers seem to have

1 

abandoned . the place 
disappeared. Connie stepped o·n the gas altogether. .: 
and racea home in hysteria . . She was so . Shortly after. the first Mothman stories· 
upset tha~ - she was unable to. go to hit the local papers, a wide ·variety of 

· · school for several days after her experi- explanations were expressed by assorted 
- -

was accompanied -bY- his two children, 
. I 

Marlene, 14, and 'Phillip, 11, fir~t 
. noticed the birds · in some· tree branches. 

. . 

''They looked about as big as a ·man 
would · look moving_ around in the trees," 
Shoc·k said later. ''When we started 
w~lking toward them for a closer look­
we ·were about . i 00 yards. from them..;... 

. the)f took off and . flew up the ridge~·· : 
The trio followed the birds · by car 

and saw them settle ·on the edge of" th'e 
wood·s about 200 yards from the home 
of Ewing Tilton. Tilton joined -tliein. 
Both. men · agfeed that the birds Stoo_d . · 
fr.om four · to five · ·feet tall and '.had a 

• • 

wingspread of at least 10 feet. -' -: - . 

ence ,an-d she required medical attention. experts. Dr. Robert Smith of the West 

:'They had dark -brown backs . with 
some light · flecks," . Tilton opsetved. 
'(Their breasts were gray and they ·had 
five ·o·r six inch bills, straight, not . curved 

• 

' 

She was also one of the few to claim Virginia University biology . depa,rtment 
a close. look at the Mothman's face. ''It declared that everyone ·was ob,viously 
was horrible ... like something out of a seeing a rare Sandhill crane. A bird 
science-fiction movie." whose long neck and long legs give it a 

The· next morning her eyes were height of six feet, and it has red patches 
reddened and swollen shut and itched around the eyes. Yet no hunter in the 

like those of hawks or vulture's."· · · 
' - ' . . . -

s ·hock I thought _there '·Was t•a ·r·edqish 
cast~' to their heads . . The bir.ds· kept their 

I 

distance . and finally , fluttered off ·into 
limbo. . 

At · the Gallipolis, ·Ohio, airport, :!· ju~t 
, ~ fiercely. This condition . persisted for ar~a ·has reported seeing such a crane, 

• 
acr6$s:· the river froin Point Pleasant;. fiye 

.-

over two weeks. In fact, her eyes were and members of the zoology department · local . pilots got ail unexpected·. look a~ 
still red an·d · watery when I first inter- of Ohio University pointed out that the . the bird at 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4, i 96.6. 
viewed her . . I had seen this odd ailment crane inhabits the plains of Canada and When they first saw ·it, they mistook it - . -

· several times before, but only on U~O had never been seen in the W. Va.-Ohio for- an - airplane. 
. , 

' witnesses w.ho claimed to have gotten a region. ~·L.ook at that crazy character· coini.ng· 
close look· at the luminous objects. Con- For a time I carried a ·photo of a in .. in a· downwind in that plane,'' Eddie · 

. . 

nie Carpenter was the only Mothman Sandhill crane in my briefcase = and . Adkins commented:; 
. .. 

witness . to · come down with ''eye burn." showed it to Mothman witnesses. ''That's · Eve-rett Wedge · of Point Pleasant, 

, 
• • • 
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H~~ry U I?tOQ , of Leon, W. Va., and Leo 
Edwards, Ernie Thompson and Adkins:, 
all of Gallipolis, stareCl at ·the winged 

· form gliding ~ow over ~the river. It was 
about 300 feet ~p, they ;.all agreed, and it 
W'flS traveling about 70 .miles an how 
effortlessly, . without flapping its wide 

, . 
• • 

. . 

wings. . . 
As .it sailed pa.st the: airport the men 

noted that · it seemed to have an un.: 
usually long neck and was· nirni:qg its 
head from side to side as if . it were 
taking ·in, the scenery. · · .~- ·· ·. 

. ., . . 

''It· was like something prehistoric," 
one of them remarked later. ."I. don't . . . 

~i·nk it was . any c·rane.'' : .. : 
Wedge gr~bbe.d his camera, jumped 

into his plane and took off after· ·· it.· But 
. it~ had disappeared somewhere down · 

. - .. . 

river. This was · the only sighting in 
which a' neck was observed =- at all. , 

A · month·- later another witness 
thought she was seeing an airplane, too,: 
when she first· noticed a l~rge winged 

. . 

thing m-aj_estically swooping along route 
62 ~t 5 p.m. on Jan .. ~ 11,-· .1967. Mrs. 
Mabel McDaniel, the mother of· Mrs. 
Linda Scarberry, one of the original 

. . 

Mothman witnesses, was _near Tiny's 
Dr.ive-in Restaurant on the ·outskirts ~f · 
Point Pleasant when she first saw the 

• 

''B .. d ~ , 1r . .. 
. ''I · thought it was an airplane, th~n 

'I realized it was flying much too · 1ow,'' 
I 

she told me later. ''It was brown. and . ., . . . . 

had a wingspread of at least 10 feet."' 
Then she added an interesting deta~l. 
··1 thought I could see tvio legs . _ .. like 
a man's legs . . . . hanging . down from . 
it~ . It circled over Tiny's and then flew 

. ' 

off." She did not see any head or neck! 
The wings were not moving· and there 
·was no. sound. 

·-
Now over 100 people in the _ Ohio 

River Valley swear that they have seen 
this my.sterious flying creature.~ .Point 
Pleasant is part . of the highly indu~trial­
ized Ohio Valley and . is _on :the edge of 
the Bible Belt. Its 6,000 inh.abitants 
support 22 churches. There are no bars.· 
Most of the witnesses I talked to were , 
very devout, well-educated, and owned 
late model cars and color TV sets. Th·ey 
all seemed remarkably ·honest and siJJ­
ce:e_, and many requested _ anonymit_y. 
They said they came forward with their 
stories only because they , t ~Wafl:ted to 
help·' and they wanted to assure me that 
''all those other people saw what they 

.d h '' sat . t ey saw. · ·, . · 
{ 

Beginning in the .fall of 1966, the . 
TV sets and telephones in ... the . region 
began _to go wild as strange globs of 
crystalline white light ·app¢ared ·in the 
night skies. Many of these .lights moved 
at treetop l~vel. There were also~· many 
daylight sightings of · strange circular 
metal objects, particularly in th_e TNT 1 

Area.- By the end of 1967, over. 1,000 



t 

• 

' . . . 
UFO sightings by responsible witnesses by · ttigloos." It didn't appear to be 

. -

had been recorded through~ut.· the valley. ·walking, she said, -rather it was sliding 
As with the fyf othman sightings, I ofteJJ. or g·liding along the ground. She· was 
had to '(dig out'' the witnesses, for many Positive it w-as . ·.not -a man or a bear. 
f.eared pub.licicy and the at~ending riqi- -Sinc;e it was the ·.hunting · season., rio man 
cule. -For each UFO repor~ that appeared .i~:-~ his right·._ mi.Qd ·would _wear gray 
in the .Athe~ Messenger and the Point ·· .tl1e.t:e, she ndted:, ·but · woul4 wear a red 
Pleasant · Register hundreds went un- hu-nting jacket. .. 

. . 

published. . The UFO-~onster situation in West 
''I'm just g~tting too many reports," Virginia· and ·a"l~io ·. is obviously a most 

Mrs. Hyre . explained. .,We can't print · ·complicated 9J:le. ·lt : may be only ·a coin­
them all." .. · cidence th·at_ th~ : ·r~giqn was ''i,nvaded'" 

Cars passi~g· along the Camp Conley simultaneously . by g'iant, uniqentified 
Road, south of the TNT Area, stalled birds and unidentified Hying-obj.ects. No 

.-

inexplicably. ·TV sets and radios, some photograph of :the · ''Bird'' . was ever 
brand new, burned out suddenly with- taken. No singl~ theory seems to· fit ~11 
out cause. In M~rch-April 1967, the of the · reported . sightings·. If ·_- a ht+ge 
UFO sightings hit an incredible peak winged c;:reatqre-' is hiding in th.e TNT 

. . . 
- with the objec.ts appearing _nightly at .Area, thousands · of eager hunters have 
- . - . 

low level over the TNT Area as i·f they failed to flush it out. Perhaps, ·like the 
were following a regular flight sch.edule. ''Flatwoods Monster'' of 13 years earlier, 
Thousands of people invaded· the section it will even~ually become part of West 
~gain to vi~w this new wonder. No one Virginia folklore and become lost in 
was disappointed. Sheriff . Johnson and '_ legend. 

' 

most of : his. men were among the wit- · ''I laughed at· those · people who said 
, . 

nesses bur soberly refused _ to comment ·. they'd seen Mothman," · John· Love of 
on the phenomenon. · Point Pleasant remarked to . me soberly. 

As the UFO activity seemed to in- Then .on the morning of No~. 19, 1966, 
crease, the. Mothman reports dwindled he and four others came face-to-face 
off: An Ohio man claimed that a -''huge ~ith the thing in the TNT Area. ''I'm 
.winged something'' pursued . his car -:up not laughing any mote. We all . got th~ 

I • • 

Route 33 on a rainy night in March shock of our lives. I never want 'to see 
1967, and two women swore they saw a . that 'Bird' again! ." 
Mothm~n fl·y to meet a UFO on May 19; But the winged thing :with glowing 
19.67. ... . . · . eyes will p·robably reappea·r · · in the 

''We were _dri\ring past the TN! Area months and years ahe.ad.. Wh~t it is, 
I • . ... ' 

·on route -_ 62 around 10: 30 p.m.," op.e . whe.re it comes .from; where it goes arid 
of the ladies . t9ld me, ''when we saw why ·it crops~ · up .· periodically .. to chase 
·two bright red lights on a shadowy form cars and frighten · lovers may ~lways 
high in a tree j,ust off the road. Sud- remain a . mystery. ·Perhaps several . dif­
denly this big red light appeared and f.erent things we.re O··n. the loose in W. 
approach~d . the tree and the form rose . ·va.. in 1966-1-967. Perhaps the· ·-·great 
up toward i~ and disappeared. Then the . ~rown· birds were not even distan.t kin , 
big light took . ·off to the north·." , of the gray giants with the luminous . . 

That .same night 2·0 persons reported eyes. Or perhaps they all slipped through 
seeing ·a brilliantly lighted · object land that mysterious door that seals our world 
briefly in a -field next .to the Ohio River off from a world of dragons and elv.es 
junior high· .school in Point Pleasant. . a:Od things that ·.go bump in t·he night; 
(Sightings· and landings around schools · a world spun .of myth and fantasy and 
have become common in t~e past year legends ·going ·back as far as. man's 
and have bee-n reported . in . Miami, Fla.; · memory can take him. From . time to · 
Boston, Mass; Lima, Peru; Melbourne, _time that door seems to swing open and 

- Australia, and many other places.) . . · . . m~nsters and -glJ.ouls stalk a<:ross the 
In Nove~·her 1967, four, hunters told la-ndscape, bring laughter and:· de.rision· 

.- • I • • ' 

Mrs. Hyre that . they had encountered to those unfortunates who .glimpse ·them, . . . 

the Mothman in the Chief Cornstalk apd then as the· poss.es sally forth they 
Park south o·f Po.int Pleasant. They said slip· back acrqss the dark borderline and 
they were so startled, and so ·frightened, the door swings shut behind them. 
when the . huge gray thing 'w.ith red eyes The sincere · testimony of . scores of 

. . . .. , -
loomed u·p in front of . them th3:t it never badly frightened people se~rrts .. to. shift 
occurred · to ·the.ni to try ·to use . the the burden of proof onto .-the s·houlders 

' . 
rifles ·they · were carrying. of the baffled . scientists who would. rather 

. 

Shortly after noon, on Nov. 2, 1967, ignore the thi.ngs they cannot carry into 
~ 

Mrs. Ralph Thomas says she heard a. the laboratories -for study beneath their 
sound 1'like a squeaky fan belt'' outside microscopes. The phenomenon· is not 
her home. ·in the TNT Area. She steppe4 · that such · cr_eatµres· live; it · is :that we 

. • onto her . ·porch and saw. wpat she de- . have been able to ' over look them . for 

. . 

scribed as ''a tall gray figure, bigger than so long. . 
· a man'' moving swiftly among the near- , · * THE END 

• 

• 


